
Sunday, September 8, 2013 

Rally Day Sunday 



*Opening Hymn                                 Gather Us In                                      GATHER US IN  

Opening Voluntary                       For Everyone Born                                       Brian Mann 

Call to Worship 

 Leader: Gather us in, the lost and the lonely, the broken and breaking, the tired 
   and the aching, who long for the nourishment found at your feast. 

 All: Gather us in, 

 Leader: The done and the doubting, the wishing and wondering, the puzzled  
   and pondering, who long for the company found at your feast. 

 All: Gather us in, 

 Leader: The proud and pretentious, the sure and superior, the never inferior,  
   who long for the leveling found at your feast. 

 All: Gather us in, 

 Leader: The bright and the bustling, the stirrers, the shakers, the kind laughter 
   makers, who long for the deeper joys found at your feast. 

 All: Gather us in, 

 Leader: From corner or limelight, from mansion or campsite, from fears and  
   obsession, from tears and depression, from untold excesses, from  
   treasured successes, to meet, to eat, be given a seat, be joined to the vine, 
   be offered new wine, become like the least, be found at the feast. 

 All: Gather us in! 

Gathering Prayer  

WE GATHER 



*Prayers of Intercession  

 Leader: Dear God, we have much to be thankful: for this created planet,  
   our earthly home; for the breath which sustains us; for family and friends 
   who love us; for moments of joy and beauty.  In our prayers, we affirm: 



*Passing of the Peace of Christ 

 Leader:  The Peace of Christ be with you! 

 People: And also with you!  

 Leader: Let us greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace. 

*Prayers of Intercession  (continued) 

 People: God welcomes all, strangers and friends.  God’s love is strong and 
   it never ends. 

 Leader: We pray for the broken places in our world – where violence, fear and 
   hatred hinder fullness of life for all people.  May your peace and your 
   justice break through in big and small ways.  In our prayers, we affirm: 

 People: God welcomes all, strangers and friends.  God’s love is strong and 
   it never ends. 

 Leader: We pray for the communities that encircle our lives – our homes and  
   congregations, our friends and family, for those who are in our care and 
   those who care for us.  In our prayers, we affirm: 

 People: God welcomes all, strangers and friends.  God’s love is strong and
   it never ends. 

 Leader: We remember those who are ill and dying.  We pray for those who are 
   struggling and doubting and just scraping by.  We pray for those who are 
   passionate and eager and making your world a better place.  In our prayers, 
   we affirm: 

 People: God welcomes all, strangers and friends.  God’s love is strong and 
   it never ends. 

 Leader: We confess, O God, the barriers that prevent us from being welcoming 
   people: inhospitable systems, hardened or fearful hearts, tendencies to 
   exclude.  In our prayers, we affirm: 

 People: God welcomes all, strangers and friends.  God’s love is strong and 
   it never ends. 

 Leader: These words, and the many more that are silent and hidden, we pray to you, 
   the God who listens, forgives and loves us time and time again.  In our 
   prayers, we affirm: 

 People: God welcomes all, strangers and friends.  God’s love is strong and 
   it never ends. 



Prayer for Illumination 

WE PROCLAIM 

*Joyful Response      Glory to God, Whose Goodness Shines on Me 

Scripture Lesson                     Psalm 81 

  Antiphon                            You Satisfy the Hungry Heart                           BICENTENNIAL 

Children are always welcome in worship at Faith Des Peres.  Nursery Care (ages 4 & under) 
and Sunday School (ages 5 & up) are available at this time. 

  Leader: Sing aloud to God our strength; shout for joy to the God of Jacob.  

  People: I am the LORD your God, who brought you up out of the land  
   of Egypt.  Open your mouth wide and I will fill it.  (Sing the antiphon.) 



Sermon                               “Guess Who’s Coming to Dinner”           Rev. Dr. Anne Epling 

WE RESPOND 

*Hymn                                             For Everyone Born                        FOR EVERYONE BORN  

New Testament Reading                Luke 14: 1, 7-14 

 Leader: But my people did not listen to my voice; Israel would not submit to me.  
   So I gave them over to their stubborn hearts, to follow their own counsels.  

 People: O that my people would listen to me, that Israel would walk in my 
   ways!  Then I would quickly subdue their enemies, and turn my 
   hand against their foes.  

 Leader: Those who hate the LORD would cringe before him, and their doom 
   would last forever.  

 People: I would feed you with the finest of the wheat, and with honey from 
   the rock I would satisfy you.  (Sing the antiphon.) 





*Benediction 

*Closing Hymn 438                   Blest Be the Tie That Binds                                        DENNIS 

*Closing Voluntary                 Fanfare on AUSTRIAN HYMN                         Gordon Young 

Offering Our Gifts to God           Until I Found the Lord                               Andre Thomas  

*Prayer of Dedication                              

WE ARE SENT 

*Dedication of Gifts                           “Doxology”                   OLD HUNDREDTH 

 Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise God, all creatures here below; 
 Praise God above, ye heavenly host; Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost. 

News of the Church  (Please sign the friendship pad.)         

Faith Des Peres Presbyterian Church (USA) 
11155 Clayton Road . St. Louis, MO 63131-2548 
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Sacrament of Communion 


