
Opening Voluntary   
 O Come, O Come, Emmanuel           arr. lani smith 

Service for the Lord’s Day  

Third Sunday in Advent 
December 15, 2013 

We Gather 

Lighting the Advent Wreath       isaiah 35:1-10 

 On this third Sunday of Advent we light the candle of Joy. Our excitement increases: Christ is 
 coming! Those desert places in our lives, like wilting flowers, will bloom again. We will be 
 made strong. We will not be fearful. God remembers us. Sorrow and sighs will end. Joy and 
 gladness will blossom. Let us pray. 

 Holy God, may this candle we light remind us that our journey toward the promise 
 continues: Come, Lord Jesus! Help us to bring your Good News to others so that your joy 
 will illuminate the world around us. Today and everyday, let us walk in the light of the 
 Lord. Amen. 

Song Response (Hymn 127) 
 Hark! The Herald Angels Sing (Jesus, the Light of the World)     we’ll walk in the light 

Chime Peal  

Piero has set the Christmas story in his own time. The flat land on top of the hill where they stand 

evokes Tuscany, as does the winding valley to the left. Meanwhile the skyline on the right, dominated 

by the basilica, could almost be the outskirts of Piero's home town, Borgo Sansepolcro. The painting 

shows the impact of Northern European painting. Piero painted with tempera early in his career, but 

for later works like this one he began working in oil. Along with the use of brown under-painting for the 

figures, this shows a familiarity with Netherlandish and Flemish work. This is reinforced by the slim 

figure of Christ, who lacks the square muscularity of contemporary depictions from Italy, and is more 

reminiscent of paintings by artists like Hugo van der Goes. Piero has also experimented with 

perspective. It is the only one of his works that shows a building askew from the rest of the 

composition: this is the simple shed, which reminds the viewer of Christ's humble beginnings. It is 

possible that this panel was never completed. It has certainly been damaged, possibly by the work of 

a 19th-century restorer. Nevertheless, the painting holds more than enough detail to give a sense of a 

complete composition, one which is likely to have been among the last the artist created.  

Source: Wikipaintings.org 

Nativity, by Piero della Francesca 

1470-1475 

Oil on wood 

Whenever you see this 

symbol, please stand if you 

are able. 

 

*

The word cantata comes 

from the Italian word 

cantare, which means "to 

sing." The earliest 

cantatas date from 17th 

century Italy. They were 

for solo voice, in several 

movements, with the text 

based on secular or 

sacred subjects.  The 

genre spread to 18th 

century Germany and 

France, and composers in 

those countries wrote 

cantatas based on the 

Italian style in their native 

languages. Over time, the 

cantata evolved into a 

composition which 

included soloist(s), 

chorus, and orchestra.  



*Opening Hymn 110     
 Love Has Come              bring a torch 
   

*Call to Confession      matthew 3:2-3 

 A voice is crying out in the wilderness: Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near. 
 Trusting in God’s grace, let us confess our sin.  

*Prayer of Confession                         unison 
 Holy God, we confess that we do not walk in your light. We praise the high and mighty 
 and look down upon the lowly. We have great faith in human efforts and little patience 
 for your way. Forgive us; deliver us; strengthen our hearts by your Spirit, so that we may 
 be ready to greet the Savior you send, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

*Declaration of Forgiveness (based on isaiah 35: 1, 10)  
 Leader: The wilderness will rejoice; the dry land will blossom. The people of God will return 
  with joy and singing.  

 People: Thanks be to God. 

  

   *Passing of the Peace of Christ    
 Leader: The Peace of Christ be with you! 
 People: And also with you!  

 Leader: Let us greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace. 

 

*Joyful Response Hymn 137 
 He Came Down                          he came down 

Chime Peal  

Children are always 

welcome in worship at 

Faith Des Peres. Nursery 

Care (ages 4 & under) 

and Sunday School (K-5th 

Grade) are available after 

the Joyful Response. 

Kids, invite your friends to 

join you! 



A Service of Lessons and Carols 

First Lesson             

 The Temptation Story anne epling                     genesis 3:1-11 

Choral Anthem         A Prayer for Advent 

Second Lesson            

 The Call of Abraham barb abbett        genesis 12:1-3 

Choral Anthem                                People of Promise, Arise 

Third Lesson        

 Christ’s Birth and Kingdom Foretold will ridley         isaiah 9:2,6-7 

Choral Anthem                            Songs of Hope and Joy 

Fourth Lesson        

 Christ’s Birth and Kingdom Foretold minna onken                      isaiah 11: 1-2 

Hymn 121 
 O Little Town of Bethlehem (sing verses 1, 3, and 4)                       st. louis 

Fifth Lesson      

 The Angel Gabriel Visits Mary dianne modrell            luke 1:26-35, 38 

Choral Anthem                       My Soul Doth Magnify the Lord 

Sixth Lesson             

 The Birth of Jesus joe marting                               luke 2:1-7 

Choral Anthem                           Lullabies of Bethlehem 

Seventh Lesson             

 The Birth of Jesus joe marting              luke 2:8-20 

Hymn 113 
 Angels We Have Heard on High (sing verses 1 and 2, interlude, sing verse 3)               gloria 

Eighth Lesson             

 The Mystery of the Incarnation julia epling                                john 1:1-5 

Choral Anthem                        Let Christmas Begin 

Joseph M. Martin  

(b. 1959) is the composer 

of A Celebration of Carols, 

the cantata presented 

today. With over 1200 

published compositions to 

his credit, he is one of the 

foremost writers of 

Christian music today. He 

also serves as Director of 

Sacred Publications for 

Shawnee Press and 

frequently travels to lead 

clinics for church 

musicians. 

Johann Sebastian Bach 

(1685-1750) is perhaps 

the most prominent 

composer of cantatas. 

Bach wrote both secular 

and sacred cantatas. His 

sacred cantatas, 

numbering over 200, were 

primarily composed for 

occasions of the Lutheran 

liturgical year. 

* 

* 



We are Sent 

*Closing Music : A Medley of Christmas Hymns 

*Benediction  

*Dedication of Gifts  
 Christmas  Doxology             o tannenbaum 

Offering Our Gifts to God 
 (please sign the friendship pad.) 

Pastoral Prayer 
 Silent Prayer 
 Prayers of Petition (congregation responds “Lord, hear our prayers.”) 
 Pastoral Prayer and Lord’s Prayer 
  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 
  earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we  
  forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
  kingdom and the power and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

During Advent, the 

children will carry the 

Advent candles out of the 

Sanctuary at the end of the 

service to symbolize that 

we are sent to be Christ’s 

Light in the world. 

We Respond 

Offertory Music 
 What Child Is This?                                                                           arr. shannon m. grama 

*Closing Hymn 123  
 It Came Upon the Midnight Clear                    carol 

*Prayer of Dedication                      
Faith Des Peres Welcomes You! 

Find more information about 

the church on the “Together 

at Faith Des Peres” page. 

 

Following the Closing 

Voluntary, please join us for 

refreshments in the 

Gathering Space at the front 

of the church. 

 

Pastor:  

Rev. Dr. Anne B. Epling 

 

Director of Music & Organist:  

Dr. Gay Holmes Spears 

Faith Des Peres Presbyterian  Church 

11155 Clayton Road 

Frontenac, MO 63131 

314-432-8029 

www.FaithDesPeres.org 

 

Hymn 134 
 Joy to the World (sing verses 1 and 2)                   Antioch 

Hymn 147 
 The First Nowell (sing verse 1)                                the first nowell 

Instrumental interlude 
Hymn 119 
 Hark! The Herald Angels Sing (sing verse 1, interlude, sing verse 3)             Mendelssohn 


